
Dear Guests,

Thank you to all of you who have helped make 2009 
another great year for us at the Harbor House Inn.  We 
hope you have all returned home with good memories 
of your stay at the Inn and of our beautiful community.

Another busy summer is behind us and my favorite 
season of autumn is upon us.  Cooler nights, sunny skies 
and leaves turning beautiful colors are so relaxing and 
welcome.  My favorite time of the year to travel country 
roads in search of the best pumpkins, cornstalks and fall 
plants for decorating.  Picking apples, tasting wines and 
enjoying the harvest bounty help us savor the tastes and 
peacefulness of the season before the holidays arrive. 

We are offering our guests three special weekend events 
in the upcoming off season that take advantage of the 
treasures our community offers year around.  For those 
of you who love good food, we invite you to come to our 
Harvest Foodie Getaway Weekend in October.  In the 
spring, our popular Girls Getaway Weekend will shake 
away the winter doldrums with Summer in March.   For 
antique buffs, in April we will feature a weekend filled 
with special visits to area antique dealers.  More details 
are included in this edition of The Innkeeper’s Journal.  
We hope you come out and see us.  

All of you help make the Harbor House Inn the special 
place we have become. Your journal entries, 
suggestions, comments and many notes of thanks help 
us to continue to provide the gracious hospitality we 
strive to give, and hopefully help bring you, your friends 
and family back for another memorable stay.

Linda
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  Off Season Discount
Come enjoy a relaxing stay at reduced rates during Grand 
Haven’s more peaceful months.   Cozy up to the fireplace 
with a book, enjoy a glass wine or keep the season’s chill at 
bay with a warm whirlpool bath.   Bring your skis, enjoy our 
beautiful parks and trails, local shopping, and the warm 
hospitality of the Harbor House Inn.  There are beautiful 
sunsets over Lake Michigan year around and the wonderful 
aroma of our homemade baking will calm your soul.  

Available November 1, 2009 – April 30 – 2010
Weekday Special
Sundays – Thursdays 
Stay two nights and get the second night FREE! 
Weekend Special  
Stay one night at full rate and get the second night of equal or lesser value at 
half-rate. 
Specials include discount coupons to area restaurants. 
The above rates do not apply to holidays, special events or other discounts.
See our website, www.harborhousegh.com for more information. 
 Call us today at 1–800–841–0610 to make your reservation.

A stay at the Harbor House Inn is a special 
memory you can give your friends, family 
and colleagues that will last forever.  
Harbor House Inn gift certificates can be 
arranged for any amount you choose. And if 
you like, we can even mail it at your request to your lucky 
recipient with our charming brochure.  Just give us a call 
and we will do the rest.   A lovely present everyone would 
be thrilled to receive.   

Give the Gift of 
Harbor House Inn 
Hospitality

   Get a free bag of homemade Harbor House 
Inn caramels when you ment ion this 
newslet t er  upon mak ing your  next  
reservation!  Just tell the innk eeper you 
heard about free caramels in the newsletter 
and  get  t hem when you check  i n !



go to dinner with a group or on their 
own.  In either case, the Inn staff can 
make reservations for you and provide 
coupons for discounts at some of 
Grand Haven’s restaurants.

Friday night you may want to don your 
colors and go out on the town.  If you 
ask, we can suggest a sports bar where 
you will probably find other fans 
preparing for the big Saturday!Autumn is here.  The air is filled with 
 footballs and traditions.  Harbor 
The M GO Blue Weekend is scheduled House Inn is bringing back a tradition 
for November 14 when Michigan from many years ago.  M GO BLUE and 
travels to Wisconsin.  Details will be MSU GO GREEN Weekends are 
available as soon as the starting time returning.  
for the game is announced.  

Michigan State plays an “away game” 
You can make your reservations now at Illinois on Saturday, October 10.  
for those weekends - and when you Our “stadium” will be set up in the 
stay Friday night at full rate, you will living room of the Inn with a large 
receive Saturday night at half off our screen TV and fans are encouraged to 
fall rates. wear their game time apparel. Kickoff 

is at noon.  Harbor House will provide 
So gather your friends and family and popcorn and snacks during the game.  
come cheer for your favorite team at Fan beverage refreshments are byob, 
the lakeshore’s Harbor House Inn.so feel free to pack your cooler with 

your favorite sodas, beers and wines 
by John Laymanand whatever you would like to enjoy.     
Past president of HHIAfter the game, guests may choose to 

Innside and Out

Antique Hunters Invit ed to Discover Treasures at
Antique Lovers Getaway Weekend April 16-18

If you love antiques, this is a weekend for you.  Shake off the winter doldrums, grab 
a favorite heirloom from home and come antiquing on the lakeshore.

? Stay Friday night get Saturday half price
? Free mini-Antiques Roadshow-style appraisal.  Bring one favorite 

antique you would like to have appraised at the Harbor House Inn 
informal appraisal session given by an estate professional   

? Receive a treasure map to area antique dealers who will all be offering 
discounts to our Antique Getaway Weekend guests

? Receive special discount coupons to local restaurants  

The area is chock full of dealers offering wonderful opportunities for antique 
hunters.  Treasures are just waiting your discovery.  Make your reservation today 
and dust off that favorite heirloom.  We’ll see you in April.

Antique Getaway Weekend

It was a picture perfect early summer 
day at the Inn when we hosted a 
Grand Haven Area Chamber of 
Commerce BASH  (Business After 
Standard Hours) reception in May.  
O ve r  1 2 0  C h a m b e r  m e m b e r s  
attended.  Innkeepers provided room 
t o u r s  a n d  g u e s t s  e n j o y e d  a  
sumptuous catered buffet. 

(L to R) Linda Rosema, Harbor House Inn 
Manager; John Layman, Bill Gedris and Ben 
Wrigley, owners; Dawn Veltman, Marketing 
Coordinator

Chamber Bash

Become a Fan of the Harbor House Inn on Facebook
Keep up to date with the latest Harbor House Inn news, discounts, special events 
and community happenings when you become a Facebook fan of the Harbor 
House Inn.  Find us at http://harborhousegh.com/facebook  and discover more 
about what the lakeshore’s most gracious lodging accommodations has to offer.

The Harbor House Inn once again 
had the honor of hosting some of 
the United States Coast Guard’s 
elite, including the Commandant, 
Admiral Thad Allen, during Grand 
Haven’s annual Coast Guard 
Festival in August. Eleven officers 
of the USCG and their spouses 
stayed at the Inn during the 
festival that honors all those in the 
USCG who serve and protect.

Football Weekends at the Harbor House Inn

1st Row: (Left) RDML Pete Neffinger, (Center) 
Com. ADM Thad Allen, (Right) VADM Bob Papp
2nd Row: (Left) CMC Bryon Clemmons, (Center) 
CMC Dale Potvin (Right) RADM Steve Day
3rd Row: (Left) Lt. Donte Perry, (Center) LTCR Joe 
Cousins, (Right) Lt. Nick Barrow 



Not all those who wander are lost.   -J.R.R. Tolkien 

Harvest Foodie Getaway Weekend

Come sample the bounty of the lakeshore during a Harbor House Inn weekend getaway celebrating the season’s 
epicurean delights.  The Harvest Foodie Getaway Weekend will give you food lovers a taste of what treasures the 
Lakeshore has to offer. 

? Stay Friday night at the regular rate get Saturday night half off
? Sign up for optional seasonal discounted cooking classes and/or dinner with Chef Howard Norris of 

Artisan Cooking School,  presented especially for our Harvest Foodie guests.  Reservations required.  
Call the school at 616.296.9200

? Visits to Grand Haven Farmers Market, DeLass Farm Market and VanderMill Cider Mill and Winery
? Complimentary wine reception 
? Special discounts at area shops and restaurants
? See pumpkins transformed into art at a Pumpkin Carving Demonstration by Artist James Lutke

It ’ll be “Summer in March”  At the Second Annual Girls Getaway Weekend 
March 19-21, 2009

At this year’s second annual Girls Getaway Weekend, we will be celebrating Summer 
in March at the lakeshore.  Gather your friends, invite your Auntie Bea, or give Mom 
and Grandma a real treat.  We invite you to bring a little sunshine into your March, 
make new friends and have a great time. 

? Stay Friday night get Saturday half off
? Be Salon and Spa discounts for Girls Getaway guests

call 616.842.2400 for appointments
? Complimentary summer cocktail hour
? Bring a pair of flip-flops to decorate when you sign up for the Saturday 

flip-flop decorating class at the Creative Fringe Boutique and receive 
discounts on decorating supplies-call 616.296.0020 for class reservations

? Free gift bags including discount coupons to area shops and restaurants
? Door prizes
? Friday night beach movie and banana split bar

  
It’ll be spring on the lakeshore, but we’ll pretend it’s summer.  We anticipate an even 
bigger group this year so be sure and make your reservations soon!

Girls Getaway Weekend

Calling All Food Lovers to

Harvest Foodie Getaway Weekend
October 23-25

Gals from the Girls Getaway Weekend ‘09

Cooking Class and Dinner Schedule - Optional
Friday, Oct 23 – 3:00-6:30 p.m. - Make Your Own Pasta Class and Meal
Saturday, October 24 – 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. – What's for Brunch Class and Meal
Saturday, October 24 – 7:00-10-ish p.m. – Dinner with the Chef – 3 course meal prepared right before  your eyes.

Cooking event reservations are required and taken on a first come first served basis, and held with a credit card.
24-hour cancellation policy to Artisan Cooking School.  Events are BYOB and both alcoholic and non alcoholic 
beverages are welcome.  For Cooking School and Dinner reservations, menus and more information, contact the 
school directly at 616.296.9200.
Website: www.artisancookingschool.com



The Fall and Winter brings with it many activities to 
enjoy on the Lakeshore.  Come see and sample 
what our beautiful community has to offer. 

Sept. 23 – Dancin’ On the Grand.  7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Big Band dance at Waterfront Stadium

Oct. – Wednesdays & Saturdays Farmer’s Market

Oct. 30 – Halloween Family Dance Party.  6:00 – 
10:00 p.m.  Grand Haven Community Center. A 
Halloween costume dance party for the whole 
family.  Costume contests, refreshments and 
more.

Oct. 31 – Scary Business.  1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  
Hayrides, window and pumpkin painting 
downtown on Washington Street. 

Oct. 31 - Halloween Downtown. 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Trick or Treating at Washington Street merchant 
shops and boutiques.     
 
Nov. 26 – Dec. 26.  Holiday Road.  Heather Ct., 
Spring Lake.  Weeknights 6:00 – 9:00 p.m., 
Weekends, 6:00 – 10:00 p.m.  An amazing 360 
degree holiday light show incorporating 14 
homes and 200,000 lights synchronized to music. 

Nov. 27 – Dec. 27 – Waterfront Nativity Scene.  
Nightly program featuring the story of the Nativity 
on Dewey Hill. 

Dec. 4 & 5 – 36th Annual Christmas Craft Show.  
Grand Haven Community Center.  This annual 
craft show has become a local holiday tradition.  

Rosy Mound Natural Area – Hiking trails to the 
beach through one of the area’s tallest dunes and 
oldest Beech Maple forests. 

Hofma Park and Reserve – Marked cross country 
skiing and hiking trails wind through 407 acres, 
including a floating bridge.

Pigeon Creek Park – 430 acres with groomed 
cross country skiing and hiking trails, sledding hill, 
snowshoeing, ski rental heated lodge and lit trails. 

Hoffmaster State Park – 1,043 acres of heavily 
forested Lake Michigan sand dunes for cross 
country skiing, hiking and snowshoeing.  Visor 
center features sand dune and other educational 
exhibits. 

Kirk Park - 68 acres in wooded dunes on Lake 
Michigan with marked cross country skiing, hiking 
and snowshoeing trails. 

To find out more about events at the Inn and in 
and around the Grand Haven area, visit these 
sites.

www.harborhousegh.com
www.grandhavenchamber.org
www.visitgrandhaven.com
www.surfgrandhaven.com
www.tri-citiesmuseum.org   
www.news@vandermill.com
www.bemedicalspa.com 
www.artisancookingschool.com
www.thecreativefringe.com 

See over 40 booths of artisan crafts that make 
perfect holiday gifts.

Dec. 5 – Cool Yule – Downtown Grand Haven 
Shopping District.  Business hours.

Dec. 5 – Jingle Bell Parade.  Downtown Grand 
Haven.  6:00 p.m.  Grand Haven kicks off the 
season with this festive holiday parade complete 
with a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus.  Parade 
concludes at Central Park for hot cocoa and the 
annual lighting of the tree. 

Dec. 5 & 6 – Classic Holiday Home Tour.  Grand 
Haven, Spring Lake, Ferrysburg.  Tour the area’s 
most beautiful homes decked out for the holiday 
season.

Dec. 12 – Carol Sing.  William Ferry Park, 
Ferrrysburg.  6:00 p.m. 

Jan. 28 – 31 – Winterfest.  Grand Haven’s 
celebration of all things winter.  Parade, card and 
game tournaments, sled dog pull, cardboard sled 
race, ice sculptures, ski races, ice skating and 
downtown entertainment. 

Mulligan ’s Hollow  – City park with lighted ice rink 
and lit downhill ski and snowboarding area, 
including rope tow and charming warming lodge 
with concessions and a roaring fire.

Parks and Recreation 

114 South Harbor
Grand Haven, MI 49417

1-800-841-0610
www.harborhousegh.com
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